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Certified  True  Copy  /a/  Glenn  D.-.Tr 


*  GENERAL  HEADQUARTERS  . 
UNITED  STATES  ARMY  FORCES  PACIFIC 
Publio  Relations  Office; 


PRESS  RELEASE  8  0ot  46 

General  Dillor  today  received  the  following  letter  from  the  private 
secretary  of  Ex-Prime  Minister  Higashi-kunii  ,  / 

\  *  .  %  •  •  •  * 

..  Dear  Sirl 

• . »  •  ^  » 

•  *  *  ,  s 

May  I  t*Vce  the  liberty  to.  request  your  good  offices  in  having  the 
following  message  transmitted  to  the  members  of  the  Allied  press  oorpsi *  y 

His  Imperial  Highness  Prime  Minister  Prince  Higashi-kuni  regrets  Very 
deeply  that  owing  to  the  extreme  pressure  of  state  duties  he  has  beOn  itohble 
to  keep  his  meeting  with  the  Allied  correspondents  as  scheduled  the  week 
Just  past.  . 

•'  t  1 

Upon  going  Cut  of  offioe,  Hi*  Highness  wishes  to  send  in  writing  his 
replies  to  questions  (for  whioh  pl-vise  see  the  attached)  which  have  been 


Replies  to  Allied  Correspondents 

1.  Regarding  the  investigation  of  cases  in  whioh  punishment  haS  been 
meted  out  for  the  mistreatment  of  or  outrages  against  prisoners  of  war, 
oivillan  internees  and  native  inhabitants. 

a.  With  respeot  to  outrages  against  native  inhabitants  (in 
oooupied  areas),  the  most  strict  supervision  was  exercised  for  the  en¬ 
forcement  of  military  discipline,  but  unfortunately  considerable  offenses 
were  committed. 

Regarding  our  punishment  of  these  offenders  investigation  is 
at  present  under  way. 

%  .  *  ‘  f  .  *  V  ./ 

b.  With  respect  to  the  mistreatment  of  prisoners  of  war  and 
oivilian  internees  investigation  is  now  being  made  with  the  utmost  effort. 
Although  due  to  the  general  confusion  following  the  termination  of  the  war 
and  the  interruption  of  communications  the  desired  data  are  still  unob¬ 
tainable,  it  is  assumed  that  a  considerable  number  of  offenders  have  been 
duly  punished.  The  only  cases  reported  up  to  the  present  moment  are  as 
follows i 


m 

V)-.Y 
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IPS  Doo./No.  3296 

(1)  Captain  Hideji  Noguchi,  commanding  offi°®£  ofJ^®  ?*h 
^  (kanchana  Buri)  unit  of  the  Prisoners  of  War  Camp  ** 

Siam,  vras  sentenoed  to  court  martial  on  August  v 

three  years  imprisonment  for  having  locked  up  a  British 
Army  officer.  Captain  Witoham  Drower  (spelling  uncer¬ 
tain),  and  reduoing  his  food  ration. 

(2)  For  the  mistreatment  of  prisoners  of  war  In  th«  Siam- 
Burma  border  region,  army  lieutenant  Fujii  and  other 
were  punished  by  suspension  of  their  duties. 

2.  Regarding  the  question  whether  His  Majesty  knew  of  the  plan  to 
attaok  Pearl  Harbor  before  the  attack  was  raadei 

Although  His  Majesty  had  heard  from  the  Naval  Chief  of  Staff  of 

be  duly  notified  prior  to  the  commencement  of  armed  notion. 

S.  Regarding  the  question  as  to  what  time  His  Majesty  signed  the 
Imperial  Rescript* 

His  Majesty  affixed  his  signature  to  the  Imperial  Rescript  at 
11*30  a.m.,  8  December  1941,  Tokyo  time. 


I#  Teruhiko  OTA  ,  hereby  oertify  that  I  served  as  one  of  the 
private  secretaries  to  Premier  Higashi -kuni  in  Ootober,  1945,  and 
that  on  or  about  8  Ootober  1945*  I  signed  a  letter  written  in 
English  whioh  was  to  be  delivered  to  the  GHQ  publio  relations 
offider  in  answer  to  several  questions  asked  of  Pfinoe  Higa,shi- 
leuni  by  the  Allied  press  on  18  September  1945, 

I  further  oertify  that  the  attached  document  is  to  the  best 
of  ay  memory  identical  with  the  above  mentioned  letter  and  that 
the  answer  to  question  number  two  concerning  the  Emperor's  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  plan  to  attack  Pearl  Harbor  as  written  in  the 
attaohed  doounent  is  exaotly  as  was  written  in  the  letter  I  signed 


/s/  Teruhiko  OTA 


Witnesses*  Richard  H.  LARSH 
Investigator,  IP! 


Steve  S.  YAMAMOTO 
Capt.,  Infantry 


28  Novenfcer  1947 


